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NaNO H;0 H,S0,, 60:C; 10-60 min

Alpha-hydroxy acids are useful chiral starting materials in total synthesis. They
may be conveniently obtained by direct diazotisation and hydrolysis of the
corresponding alpha-amino acids. Under continuous flow-through conditions,
diazotisation may be achieved safely on scale.

In addition, a flexible and fully automated protocol for continuous liquid-liquid
extraction is presented which allows for the continuous extractive work-up and
isolation of multi-gram quantities of these useful compounds.
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